
Shelter House Opens Doors for
I[o rthern Virginia' s Homeless

By Jerry LaMartina

ost of us take home for granted.

But when you have no place to call

home, it changes everything.

As executive director and CEO of
Shelter House lnc., Joe Meyer sees it every day. Shelter House

operates three homeless shelters in Fairfax County, Virginia:

Artemis House, the county's only 24-hour domestic violence

shelter, with 56 beds; Katherine K. Hanley Family Shelter, with 62

beds; and Patrick Henry Family Shelter, its first, with 42 beds.

The organization was founded in 1981. lts administrative

office is in Reston. lt serves all of Fairfax County and has more

than 100 full- and part-time employees.
"We focus a lot on supportive housing," Meyer says. "We

have the three main shelters, but the key to our success is

one of the only mechanisms or platforms for us to
be on an even playing field with for-profits in how
we impact the economy."

providing adequate services to families who are moving out

of our shelters. We've created programs to help the families
find and remain in sustainable housing. And we help them find

services and training for financial literacy and finding jobs."

Shelter House places into permanent housing more than 70
percent of the families it serves. The organization served about

1,400 homeless people constituting almost 500 households last

fiscal yeal about the same as the prior year. In its first year,

it served about 90 people in about 30 households with one

shelter.

"Our mission is to end homelessness and domestic violence

in the community," Meyer says. "By expanding with the other two

Community partners such as Hilton Worldwide are the super heroes as
they provided cosfurnes to all the children at Shelter House.

Joe Meyer

shelters, we're also creating jobs in social services for our staff

and creating leaders who sometimes move on to other nonprofits

and for-profits."

The Northern Virginia Chamber of Commerce helps

organizations like Shelter House find ways to reach more

people, Meyer says.
"The Chamber is that conduit that every community needs

to connect the business sector to the community-service

or nonprofit sector, because we have extreme value in the

community also," Meyer says. "The Chamber is one of the only

mechanisms or platforms for us to be on an even playing field

with for-profits in how we impact the economy."

"The Chamber is that conduit that every community needs
to connect the business sector to the community-service or
nonprofit sector, because we have extreme value in
the community also,' Meyer says. "The Chamber is
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